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Canadian Film Centre's test Pattern presents long-running TV drama LAW & ORDER 

April 26, 2000- Toronto - The Canadian Film Centre's test Pattern, in association with CTV, brings LAW & ORDER to Toronto with guest speaker Rene Balcer, executive producer and head writer of LAW & ORDER, the longest-running drama series currently on television. 

"One of the savviest, most addictive crime dramas on television today, not to mention the longest running." -Entertainment Weekly

For ten years LAW & ORDER has remained one of the most thought-provoking series on television, with its 'ripped from the headlines' stories, vivid characters and razor-sharp dialogue. The series has a huge fan following, ranking among the top 20 shows on television during the 1998-99 season with an average of 14 million viewers. 

Guest speaker Rene Balcer, a native of Montreal and graduate of McGill, worked as a war-time cameraman, as a reporter for the Montreal Star and as a documentary filmmaker for the NFB. He went on to write and develop features for Zoetrope, Columbia and Paramount. Balcer joined LAW & ORDER in its first season and has written more than 60 episodes. He has won numerous awards including an Emmy for Best Drama Series, the Peabody Award and the Golden Laurel.

test Pattern's LAW & ORDER takes place on Monday, May 8 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, Innis College, University of Toronto, 2 Sussex Avenue, Toronto. Tickets are $15, or $12 for Canadian Film Centre alumni and members of the Directors Guild of Canada and the Writers Guild of Canada. Tickets may be reserved by calling 445-1446 x810.

An initiative of the Canadian Film Centre's Prime Time Television Resident Programme, test Pattern is a series of screenings and discussions exploring some of today's most provocative issues in international television. 

The Canadian Film Centre would like to acknowledge the following sponsors and supporters:
Prime Time Partners: CTV, CBC Television, Global 
Prime Time Patrons: Telefilm Canada, IPF, SHOWCASE
Prime Time Sponsors: Rogers Telefund, MPB-The Bond People, Comweb, A&E 

Evening presented in association with: CTV Venue
Assistance: the Town Hall Theatre, Innis College at University of Toronto 

For more information, please contact: 
Gina Brown, Director, Marketing & Communications
Phone: (416) 445-1446 ext. 314
or
Kathleen Sandusky, Marketing Coordinator, ext. 285. 
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