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rime-time success

Emmy-winning producer got his start at Concordia

his time at Concordia University dreaming up lofty ways to change

the world. Today, 23 years after graduating from Concordia's
Communication Arts program, he is not yet ure if he has accomplished
the feat.

‘What s for cesain i that Balcer has cobbled together about as success-
ol a caseer s e ever could have dreamed up, a one of television's most
prolific and soughtaftr witers and producers. He i best known a the
executive produces and head vrite of the bt TV series Law & Order—
currently the loagest running drama on network TV. The show has
received 10 Emmy nominations and was named Outstaading Drama in
1997

“People like compact sory-teling, and i one hous, they kaew they
would get a self.contained story with a beginning, a middle and an end,”
Balcer said dusing a ecent visit back to Concordia’s Departmeat of
Commuaication Studies, where he was iavited o give professional tutori-
The shows have had al in advanced television production and advanced scipt witiag

Balces, who estimates that he wrote about a third of the Law & Order
an impact on the episodes during a 10-year period, attributed the show’s staying power to

kae ‘many idealistic students of his era, Rene Balcer spent much of
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Balcer: challengingbis viewers

Viewers, expressing to its tendency to expand beyond simple murder mystery plots and explore
them different ideas deeper social issues, often grabbed from current headlines. One popular —
T g and controversial — episode was loosely based 02 the Paul Bernardo-Kasla
5 o ‘Homolka crimes and follovred the ethical issues that prosecutors faced in
looking at things. striking 2 plea bargain with a confessed criminal
Does that change “The shows have had an impact on the viewess, expressing to them dif-
society? I have no idea ferent ideas and different ways of looking at things,” Balcer said. “Does
that change society? T have 0 idea. But based o the debates that have
But I know that the sprung nf on Internet discussion groups, I know that the shows have chal-
shows have challenged lenged people and have made them ask questions, and tha's a good
people... and that's thing”
a good thing. Balcer, 48, recently pasted ways with the Law & Order team in order to

pussue new interests. Turns out, he ida't stray too far; last fal, he
Iaunched Law & Order: Criminal Intent, a spin-off that focuses more
attention 02 those perpetrating the crimes.

“As interesting as it was to write Law & Order, T also wanted to see
‘what the bad guys were doing,” he said. “In a way, they are a sick and dis-
tusbed reflection of our own wants and desices.”

‘And Balcer says he has no doubt that the public will continue to devour
police dramas — and theis inherent violence — even ia the post-September
11 world

“I can make the asgument that people will want to see these shows even
‘mote,” he said. “People like a show where you know that the bad guys
will get caught and that justice will be served.” (8)
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