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Movie Answer Man
One minute reviews Directed by Dan Ireland. Written by James Still. Running time: 100 minutes. Rated

Search R (sexual situations and strong language).

Email Answer Man

Archive "The Velocity of Gary" proves once again that it's less interesting to see

Books unconventional people express traditional values than to see conventional people
Calendar of Events  express untraditional values.

Galleries

Gaming Movies about the sexual underground seem compelled to show their rebels bonding
Music together into symbolic families; their characters may seen bizarre, but at heart they
Dining express profoundly conservative social values. I'm more intrigued by films like
Roger Ebert "Happiness" and "In the Company of Men." It's more fun to see conventional
Movies characters break the rules than for outlaws to follow them.

BY ROGER EBERT

Movie Times

Television "The Velocity of Gary" (subtitled "Not His Real Name") chronicles the world of

Stage Times Square male hustlers, porno stars, drag queens and doughnut shop

waitresses. All of these people are of course touchingly good-hearted, smiling

through bad times. Vincent D'Onofrio stars as Valentino, a well-known porn actor

whose worsening illness (never named) causes his two lovers to join in making
Delacoma them all a home. The lovers are the hustler Gary (Thomas Jane) and the waitress
DeRogatis Mary Carmen (Salma Hayek), and also in the picture is the deaf drag queen Kid
Ebert Joey (Chad Lindberg), who mimes to the songs of Patsy Cline--not easy when you
Feder can't hear them.

Grochowski
Kisor
Pearlman
Rosenthal
Sachs
Weiss

Video Games

All of these characters are engaging in a conventional sort of way, although their
behavior seems generated less by their lives than by the demands of the
screenplay. Consider an early scene where Gary, bare to the waist, soaks himself
at a fire hydrant and then stalks off into the city. Hydrants can be refreshing on a hot
day, and this makes a great shot, but would a homeless man lightly contemplate
hours in wet jeans and squelchy shoes? No matter; soon he's rescued Kid Joey
Zwecker from gay-bashers, carrying the Kid off in his arms like John Wayne with Natalie
Wood in "The Searchers."

R[D The director is Dan Ireland, who also worked with D'Onofrio in "The Whole Wide
STREAK World," the 1997 film about pulp writer Robert E. Howard. That one, about a man
who sat in his room in Texas and wrote about Conan the Barbarian, was quietly,
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THEVELOCITY OF GARY

sadly gripping; in "The Velocity of Gary," there is never quite the feeling that these
people occupy a real world; their colorful exteriors are like costumes, and inside are
simply actors following instructions.

News | Sports | Business | Entertainment | Lifestyles | Classifieds

Visit our online partners:
Daily Southtown Pioneer Press Suburban Chicago Newspapers Post-Tribune
Star Newspapers Jerusalem Post Daily Telegraph

Copyright 2004, Digital Chicago Inc.

http://www.suntimes.com/ebert/ebert_reviews/1999/07/073002.html (2 of 2)6/25/2004 3:39:26 PM



http://www.suntimes.com/index/news.html
http://www.suntimes.com/index/sports.html
http://www.suntimes.com/index/business.html
http://www.suntimes.com/index/entertainment.html
http://www.suntimes.com/index/lifestyles.html
http://www.suntimes.com/index/classifieds.html
http://www.dailysouthtown.com/
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/
http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/
http://www.post-trib.com/
http://www.starnewspapers.com/
http://www.jpost.com/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/

	suntimes.com
	THE VELOCITY OF GARY


